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TO: School Construction Priority List Review Committee 

FROM: Josh Geballe, Commissioner of Administrative Services  

DATE: December 15, 2020 

SUBJECT: School Building Project Priority Categories 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In accordance with sections 10-283(a)(2) and 10-283a of the Connecticut General Statutes, I hereby request 
authorization to enter into grant commitments for each project on the attached 2021 School Building Project 
Priority Category List.  Each project has been placed into one of the three priority categories as defined in C.G.S. 
section §10-283.  Individual project category placement has been determined by a review of the application and 
educational specifications submitted for each project. 

The 2021 School Building Project Priority Category List consists of the following: 

Table 1:  An alphabetical listing of all projects including estimated project grant. 
Table 2:  A brief description of each of the projects on the Priority List. 
Table 3:  A summary of the Priority Lists for the current and past five years. 
Table 4:  A supplemental schedule of a previously approved project. 
 

Attachment A: A report required by C.G.S. §10-283(a)(2).  

Project costs shown in the tables are estimates based on each project’s application and schematic design.  These 
initial cost estimates have been prepared by qualified professionals; however the plan review process may result 
in lower estimated costs.  A project should be substantially complete within three years from receipt of plan 
approval.  
 
The School Construction Priority List Review Committee is required by C.G.S. §10-283a to submit an approved 
or modified listing of priority projects to the Governor and General Assembly on or after January first annually, 
and prior to February first annually. 
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December 15, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Ned Lamont 
Governor 
State of Connecticut 
State Capitol 
Hartford, CT  06106 
 
Dear Governor Lamont: 
 
Pursuant to section 10-283(a)(2) of the Connecticut General Statutes, I herewith transmit the 2021 
School Building Project Priority List.  The estimated new grant obligation is $425,255,735, which is 
comprised of $392,874,668 in new projects (see Table 1) and $32,381,067 for one reauthorized project 
(see Table 4-1).  The Department of Administrative Services Office of School Construction Grants & 
Review continues to work with each district from a project’s conception and throughout the many 
phases of design and construction.  The result of this hands-on approach is a partnership with districts 
to right-size schools, maximize the use of existing space, share programs, reduce maintenance costs, 
and keep projects on budget and on schedule.  The Office of School Construction Grants & Review 
consistently achieves a balance between protecting state dollars and providing the most suitable and 
adequate educational environments for Connecticut’s students. 
 
 
The School Building Project Advisory Council was instrumental in helping achieve these goals by 
adopting per square foot costs in school construction projects as well as space standards for various 
types of spaces used to meet the academic program needs.  These rigorous standards have also 
assisted in reducing costs, which is always an ongoing endeavor. 
 
 
School districts must begin project construction within two years of grant commitment, thus 

minimizing cost increases due to escalation.  Accordingly, projects that are not ready to proceed 
within the two-year period are not included in the Priority List. 
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Under a separate cover, I am also transmitting this Priority List to the General Assembly, through the 
committee established to review the listing of eligible school building projects, in accordance with 
C.G.S. §10-283a.  Pursuant to this section, the committee may modify such Priority List and is required 
to submit the list as approved or modified to the Governor and General Assembly prior to February 1, 
2021. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
  
 Sincerely, 

   
  
 Josh Geballe 
 Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Priority List Committee Members 
 Melissa McCaw, Secretary, Office of Policy and Management 

Kosta Diamantis, Deputy Secretary of Office of Policy and Management and Director, Office 
of School Construction Grants and Review 
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